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Your average Selfie frequently trigger perceptions of self-indulgence or attention-seeking social dependence 

that raises the damned-if-you-do and damned-if-you-don’t specter of either narcissism or low self-esteem.  It 

conceptualizes the notion of a very ‘Self-ish’ society that is all about “every person for themselves” 

perception. 

  “If you worship money and things, if there is where you tap real 

meaning in life, then you will never have enough.  Never feel you have 

enough.  It is the truth.” – David Foster Wallace  

 

That couldn’t be further from the truth when it comes to those 

who are truly connected to the natural world.  When it comes to 

the fishing community, in British Columbia, it has been ‘Self-

less’ when it comes to the sharing and donating of knowledge 

and equipment toward getting youth connecting with nature.  The 

majority believes and practices ‘passing the torch’ to younger 

potential enthusiasts. 

The fishing and conservation program at Thomas Haney 

Secondary has been a major recipient of the generosity of the 

diverse selfless behavior of anglers across British Columbia. 

From the individual to small local businesses to large 

corporations, the welcomed support has flourished.  

The only term to come to mind is ‘refreshing’.  When you are 

bombarded by all aspects of the media with its portrayal of a world full 

of selfishness, it is not hard to follow that ignorance.  Our program is 

appreciative to have taken a chance to engage and ask the community 

for assistance.  We discussed that the worst thing that could happen is 

ending up with no assistance and being exactly where we started.  

However, our efforts found an overwhelmingly positive response to 

provide support for the program.  It has come in the form of 

equipment, project ideas, field trip experiences and skill development.  

It all came flooding in. 

All of this support and great role modelling is providing a platform for the participants to eventually “pass it 

on”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Outdoor Education: Fishing program would like to thank:  
Fraser Valley Trout Hatchery, Shelly Sylvestri (Education “Fishing” Assistant), Thomas Haney Parent 

Advisory Committee, Wholesale Sports (Langley), Proline Sports, Backwater Boats, Diverse amount of 

Craigslist donators, Rodney Hsu (Fishing with Rod), Dogwood Fly Fishing Club, BC Fishing Resorts & 

Outfitters Association, Thomas Haney Staff, Paul & Cindy Davidson, West Coast Fish’n Chicks, Army & 

Navy, SD 42 & 43 Fishing Clubs and Randy Morgan (Hatch Match’r). 


